Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday, 28th March 2022, at 7:30 pm, at the Debenham Leisure Centre, Gracechurch Street, Debenham.

Present: Cllr S Palframan (Chairman), Cllr R Blackwell (Vice-chairman), Cllr D Seccombe, Cllr L Cockerton, Cllr S Phipps, County Cllr M Hicks, District Cllr K Guthrie, one member of the public, and Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk).
	DPC/22/22: To receive and consider apologies for absence and note any resignations: Apologies had been received from Cllrs G Helm, F Winrow-Giffin, Cllr S Dobson and M Hammond.

	DPC/22/23: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register: Cllrs S Palframan and R Blackwell declared a pecuniary interest on their respective items under accounts for payment (29 a)).


	DPC/22/24: To consider the co-option of new member: Deferred to the next meeting.


	DPC/22/25: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: A full report had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting.

b) County Councillor’s report: Cllr M Hicks added some updates to the previously circulated written report.



	DPC/22/26: Public participation section: A member of the public introduced themselves to members and would be observing meeting proceedings as part of the co-option application process.
County Cllr M Hicks and District Cllr K Guthrie left the meeting at this point.



	DPC/22/27: Planning matters
a) Application: DC/21/02982 - Land East Of, Aspall Road- Re-consultation- Erection of 54 dwellings (including 19 affordable), creation of vehicular and pedestrian access, public open space, infrastructure and landscaping: Following due consideration, it was agreed to submit planning comments in line with the delegation process, via the Clerk, and with the addition of amendments pertaining to the access point through the cemetery;  This included an approved resolution for registration of the relevant section of land, and a request for a commuted sum from the developer for future maintenance.
b) Application: DC/22/01070 and 01072- 56 High Street - Erection of a single storey pitched roof rear extension (following removal of existing lean-to addition, shed and greenhouse), repositioning of oil tank, installation of external boiler and erection of shed; Listed building consent: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

c) Application: DC/22/01418 - 12A Lock Close- Erection of single storey rear extension (following removal of existing conservatory): It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

d) Application: DC/22/01422 - Acacia Cottage, 22 Great Back Lane - - Erection of cart lodge: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

e) Decision: DC/22/00094 and 00094 7 Gracechurch Street – Construction of a single storey rear extension and installation of rooflight and listed building consent: Granted - Noted.

f) Decision: DC/22/00525 10 Ipswich Road - Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/03203 - Condition 3 (Landscaping Scheme), Condition 5 (Archaeological Evaluation), Condition 6 (Archaeological Written Investigation), Condition 7 (Archaeological Works), Condition 11 (Surface Treatment), Condition 12 (Surface Water Discharge Prevention), Condition 14 (Refuse Bins and Collection Areas), Condition 17 (Dust Control Scheme) and Condition 18 (Construction Management) - Noted.

g) Planning correspondence: Formal adoption of the Thorndon Neighbourhood Plan by Mid Suffolk District Council - Reg 19 & Reg 20 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) - Noted.



	DPC/22/28: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21 February 2022: It was resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting held.


	DPC/22/29: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances/reconciliations: The reports pertaining to the accounts and bank balances/reconciliations had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting. It was resolved to approve the March accounts for payment, and the receipts and bank balances were noted, as follows:
Payments: 

£

Salaries, HMRC, pensions

2,220.11
Clerk expenses

580.36
Street Warden

1,263.33
Website Editor

120.00

Public Conveniences Cleaning

684.00

Grass cutting
1,538.00
Cllr Expenses
                              49.50
Cllr Expenses
                              79.00
Tuddenham press

                            120.80
DPCC- Com. Suppers event
243.93
DVH&PFT - Funding
                      10,000.00

URC- Solicitor fee
                        1,250.00

Cllr Expenses

120.00

E-on (energy-public lavatories)

113.67

E-on (energy supply telephone kiosk)

11.98
BT- Dove Cottage Wi-Fi

42.09

S Robbins (Woodland Group sundries)
137.31
Total:

18,574.08
Receipts:

Private grant- Platinum Jubilee weathervane

250.00

Interest
5.42
MSDC grant – Street cleaning
2,055.00
Misc. income
1,680.75

Total:

3,991.17
Balances:

PC Current account
12,051.92
PC Deposit account
183,612.18
Woodland Deposit account
7,276.40
Woodland Current account
2,087.56

Total:

205,028.06
b) To approve the appointment of the Responsible Financial Officer - Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1974: It was resolved to approve the re-appointment of Mrs D Bedwell as the Responsible Financial Officer.
c) To approve the appointment of the Internal Auditor (SALC): It was resolved to approve the appointment of SALC as the Internal Auditor.

d) To consider a request for an additional waste/dog bin: It was resolved to approve the purchase of a general waste bin (location agreed).

e) To receive update on Community Review and councillor numbers/quorum position: The Clerk provided an update. The area’s Community Review process had been started by Mid Suffolk District Council and, as agreed at the previous meeting, Debenham would seek to reduce Councillor numbers from thirteen to eleven.



	DPC/22/30: To review and approve Parish Council policies, including: 
a) Standing Orders
b) Financial Regulations
c)  Financial Risk Assessment
d) Statement of Internal Controls
e) Risk Assessment
f) Electronic Communications Policy
g) FOI Publication Scheme
h) Community Engagement Policy
i) Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy
j) Pre-planning Application Meetings with Developers Policy
k) Complaints Policy
l) Equality Diversity Policy
m) GDPR related policies
n) Reserves Policy (new) 
The amended and revised documents had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting and any further adjustments had been duly carried out. It was, therefore, resolved to approve all the documents and policies on block.


	DPC/22/31: To consider funding application from the Deb-Fest: It was resolved to support the Debenham-Fest by the required £750 subject to the specific allocation of the funds (to be requested from the organisers). Payment would be made at the April meeting once confirmation of this application condition was received.



	DPC/22/32: Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - To receive update on additional celebratory events (including donation of commemorative bench for Market Green): Updates on the various subjects were received from Cllr R Blackwell and the Clerk. An application for a street closure had been submitted to SCC; it was hoped the Red Lion would be able to open and serve drinks on the day; Some activities/entertainments such as bouncy castle were planned; And funding had been applied for, for the street party as well as the remainder of the cost of the weathervane.



	DPC/22/33: To consider the Parish Council’s involvement in the Ukrainian Aid efforts: Cllrs D Seccombe and R Blackwell reported on a meeting recently attended and the various initiatives being planned locally to support any families coming to Debenham from war torn Ukraine. The Parish Council confirmed that it was willing to support ongoing efforts and would await further contact from the organisers and Parish Council representatives.



	DPC/22/34: Committees, Working Groups and Council representatives: To receive reports and consider recommendations/ agree on actions, including
a) Traffic and Car Parking Working Group:
· URC car park considerations – To approve payment of £1,250 for the URC Solicitors to carry out necessary checks: It was resolved to approve the payment of the legal fee as required, in order for matters to be progressed. One of the next steps in the project would involve a consultation/survey with any affected neighbouring properties, which was also agreed by members.
There was the potential that this project could be linked with the plans discussed for the recreation ground car park, and the new proposed development. Clerk to send Cllr R Blackwell the correspondence exchanged to date with MSDC so that legal aspects of ownership could be further discussed.
· Chancery Lane parking issues: Correspondence from a resident was considered by members and it was agreed that it should be passed on to the District Council’s Parking Enforcement Team. 
b) Woodland Steering Group - To receive minutes of the last meeting and consider any matters therein: The minutes had been circulated to members and requests noted and allocated to various members.


	DPC/22/35: To note any further recent correspondence: All correspondence received had been noted.
 

	DPC/22/36: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda: The Clerk was asked to keep an item on future agendas for Ukraine support initiatives. 
The Clerk informed members about a recent exchange on matters pertaining to climate change with a third party and their willingness to attend a future meeting for a presentation and policy adoption, which was welcomed by members.



	DPC/22/37: Date of next meeting: April 11th (full Council): Noted.



	DPC/22/38: To consider the temporary exclusion of press and public: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission at meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed: It was resolved to exclude members of the public present. One remaining member of the public left the meeting.



	DPC/22/39: To receive update on green initiatives: A brief update was received from Cllr R Blackwell. Following some discussion, it was agreed to arrange a meeting with the relevant stakeholders so the financial feasibility of the project could be ascertained. A decision would follow in terms of public consultation. 


	DPC/22/40: To consider matters pertaining to contracts and tenders: A set of revised terms proposals had been received from one of the contractor’s following issues raised at the previous meeting. After due consideration, members agreed that the terms were reasonable, and the contractual changes were approved with immediate effect.

With no further matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9.12pm.

Signed:___________________________________  Date:___________________________
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