Debenham Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Debenham Parish Council held on Monday, November 21st, 2022, at 7:30 pm, at Dove Cottage, High Street, Debenham.
Present: Cllr G Helm (Chairman), Cllr R Blackwell, Cllr S Phipps, Cllr J Sweet, Cllr K Fisher, Cllr K Grimshaw, Cllr F Winrow-Giffin, Cllr K Barlow, Cllr L Cockerton, Cllr D Seccombe, Mrs D Bedwell (Clerk), and no members of the public. 
	DPC/22/141: To consider apologies for absence: Apologies had been received (and were approved) from Cllr M Hammond. 

	DPC/22/142: Declarations of interest with regards to items on the agenda and additions to register:  Cllr F Winrow-Giffin declared a pecuniary interest on any grass-cutting contract matters.


	DPC/22/143: Public participation section: There were no members of the public present.


	DPC/22/144: Reports 

a) District Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated and apologies for absence noted.
b) County Councillor’s report: A report had been circulated and apologies for absence noted.


	DPC/22/145: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on October 17th, 2022: It was resolved to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting held.


	DPC/22/146: Planning matters
a) Application: DC/22/05624 and 05625 - 4 Cross Green:  Replacement of existing first floor timber single glazed casement window with new double glazed timber casement window & application for listed building consent: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

b) Application: DC/22/05400 - Cherry Tree Farm, Cherry Tree Lane - Listed Building Consent - Re roofing and insulation of main roof, repairs/re-pointing to chimney. Replacement of 2No. doors, Insertion of 1No. window and 1No. door; Replacement courtyard wall and gate; Change colour of exterior and alterations as per Schedule of Works. Change of external colours, internal and external alterations as per schedule of works: It was resolved to recommend the approval of this planning application.

c) Application: DC/22/05301 22 Priory Lane - Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area - Reduce crown of 1No. Ash (T1) by 40%: It was noted that this application had already been approved by the planning authority.
d) Decision: DC/21/02982 Land East Of, Aspall Road - Erection of 54 No. dwellings (including 19 affordable), creation of vehicular and pedestrian access, public open space, infrastructure and landscaping - Planning permission granted: Noted.
e) Decision: DC/21/03315 Land Between The Butts And, Little London Hill- Application for Outline Planning Permission (access to be considered) - Erection of 4 No. single storey dwellings and garages - Planning permission granted: Noted.
Members debated  section 11 within the decision, which made reference to the “action required in accordance with specified timeframe - sustainability provisions - No development shall commence above slab level until a scheme for the provision and implementation of water, energy and resource efficiency measures, including provision of renewable energy and solar panels, for the lifetime of the development, shall be submitted to and approved, in writing, by the Local Planning Authority”. 
Members indicated that during a previous planning consultation the Parish Council had been discouraged from insisting on the provision of alternative green energy sources.
Furthermore, during the various consultations stages which had led to the final Neighbourhood Plan, not only had Councillors been advised to remove any such suggestions from the final document by the District Councillor, but the Examiner had recommended the removal of the original Policy No. 7 which referred to sustainability, altogether. 
There was some difficulty in reconciling the removal of such an important policy from the Parish’s Neighbourhood Plan, with the clear use of Core Strategy Policies C3 and C4 by the planning authority on current planning decisions.
The Clerk was asked to make enquiries with Mid Suffolk District Council in order to establish their current position and the reason for the inconsistency.

f) Decision: DC/22/04690 74 High Street - Application for Listed Building Consent. Remove non-functioning cooking range from fireplace and gypsum plaster from alcove exposing brickwork. Replace hearth with traditional red brick hearth. Installation of new flue liner and wood burning stove - Planning permission granted: Noted.
g) Decision: DC/22/04517 and 04518 64 High Street - Application for Listed Building Consent - Erection of single-storey rear extension (following partial demolition of existing rear single-storey extension). Replacement windows and insertion of new windows to roof slope. Replace external door and step. Removal of external render and roof tiles, insulate and replace. Internal and external works as per Design and Access Statement - Planning permission granted: Noted.
h) Decision: DC/22/04810 58 Low Road - Erection of two storey front and side extensions (following demolition of existing garage) - Planning permission granted: Noted.
i) Community Right to Bid - The Angel Inn, 5 High Street – The Clerk informed members that as clarification had been received regarding the financial liability enquiry, an interest had formally been registered with Mid Suffolk District Council, and formal confirmation of this process had already been received. An update had also been received from the “Save the Angel Group” but there was no further action required of the Parish Council at that stage.

j) Debenham Neighbourhood Plan Review-Initial considerations: The Clerk and Cllr M Hammond had discussed how best to approach the process. Following an initial policy review exercise, and in consultation with Mid Suffolk District Council, the Clerk and Cllr M Hammond planned to update full council of their findings in February/March 2023. Developments with the emerging Local Plan would continue to be monitored, as would any planning policy changes from central government.


	DPC/22/147: Finance and Administration
a) To approve accounts for payment and note receipts and bank balances/reconciliations: It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment, and the receipts, bank balances and bank reconciliations were noted as per the circulated schedule.

Payments: 

£

Salaries, HMRC, pensions

3,344.08
Clerk expenses

1,328.42
Street Warden

1,083.33

Website Editor (x2)

120.00

Public Conveniences Cleaning

1,014.40
Lovewell Blake-payroll
54.00
Lemontrade-notice board repairs
36.73
RBL-High Street poppies
                           1,000.00
DVH&PFT-Fireworks event grant
500.00
The Debenham Project- Dove Cottage sound proofing funding

1,275.00

E-ON -public conveniences

36.30

SCC- SID posts

190.00

BT – Dove Cottage WIFI

45.81

Clerk expenses- warm hub urn
81.99
Total:

10,110.06
Receipts:

Various (MSDC cleansing grant and allotment rents)
2,642.06                           

Balances:

PC Current account
13,981.00
PC Deposit account
204,936.87
Woodland Deposit account
7,279.19

Woodland Current account
1,950.25

Total:

228,147.31
a) To receive and approve the First (30.06.22) and Second (30.09.22) Quarter accounts (may be deferred due to technical issues): Deferred (Clerk awaiting delivery of new laptop).
b) Budget considerations for 2023/2024: A brief discussion was held about the various committees and their considerations in terms of budget requirements for 2023/2024. Cllr R Blackwell gave members an insight into how the tax base figure is reached every year and their impact on the precept requirements.
c) To agree meeting dates for 2023: The meting dates were agreed as follows.
January 16th 

February 20th 

March 20th 

April 17th   

April 24th (Annual Parish Meeting)

May 15th (Annual Parish Council)

June 19th 

July 17th 

September 18th 

October 16th 

November 20th 

December 11th 



	DPC/22/148: To consider a funding application from the Debenham Shed: Deferred to the next meeting. Clerk to provide details of funding already granted to this organisation ahead of the next meeting.


	DPC/22/149: Cost of living crisis- To receive update on the Debenham Warm Hub Scheme and consider additional support options: A brief report was provided by the Clerk and Cllr K Barlow. With regards to additional support, it was agreed to leave matters as they were, and to refer any new cases to the existing social welfare provision or the recently established St Mary’s Church Discretionary Fund. 


	DPC/22/150: Committees, working groups and representatives: To receive reports and consider recommendations / agree on actions, including: Public Conveniences-To receive report on recent activity, works carried out, and consider quote for wall repair: The Clerk reported on recent matters affecting the public conveniences. 
Other matters discussed by members included: 

· Parking on the small greens on Aspall Road and possible enforcement action (Clerk to chase with SCC)

· Fence near the Millennium Gates (Cllr S Phipps to action)

· Notification of Cllr G Helm’s attendance at the next DVH&PFT meeting (noted)
· The matter of pedestrian access from the new development on Aspall Road through the Cemetery, and the footway on Aspall Road (Clerk to add to next agenda) 


	DPC/22/151: To note correspondence (all correspondence is circulated to members ahead of the meeting or included on the agenda for consideration):

a) BDC Bin Lorry Naming Competition -circulated and published: Cllr R Blackwell to inform the Primary School so that children can take part if they wish.
b) SALC and SLCC Local Government Pay Rates 2022/2023-circulated and actioned by payroll administrator: Noted and actioned.
c) Sudbury and District CAB letter: No further action.
d) SCC street lighting and highways Asset energy and maintenance costs 2022/2023- budget consideration 23/24: Noted.


	DPC/22/152: To receive any reports from Councillors/requests for addition to a future agenda (no decision can be made unless exempt or under delegated power): Cllr R Blackwell gave a brief report on the recent energy workshops held by the Suffolk Preservation Society. A report was being completed and would be considered by members at the January meeting. 

Cllr F Winrow-Giffin queried the costs of the project and was informed that these had been considered at the meeting when they had been resolved, and again at the meeting when the invoice had been approved for the final amount.

Cllr F Winrow-Giffin also queried the minuting of items pertaining to the confidential part of the meeting. An explanation was provided by the Clerk to clarify that only resolutions were required to be minuted, and not a verbatim account of the matter in question.  Further queries arose, ie, the access to information in the case of Councillors who may have been absent from a meeting where a decision had been made. It was explained by Cllr S Phipps that due democratic process had taken place, in that those Councillors who had been present and voting had cast their vote, and reached their decision at that point, based on the information they had before them. Any subsequent queries from any Councillors could be submitted at a later stage but the decision remained valid and should not be challenged.
Cllr S Phipps briefed members on a dead Mountain Ash tree, which needed to be reported to MSDC’s Tree Warden, so that permission to remove it could be sought (Clerk to action and to ask contracted Tree Surgeon to add to December works list).

Cllr S Phipps also reported on an obstruction to the highway on Water Lane (Clerk to report to SCC Highways).

Cllr L Cockerton asked if there were any plans to celebrate the King’s Coronation- to which the Clerk replied that a communications channel had already been created to that effect on the internal communications system (for ongoing developments).

Cllr G Helm asked if the Clerk could reinstate the meeting action list. Clerk to action.

Councillors thanked Cllr R Blackwell for bringing to the Council’s attention the High Street poppies initiative. The feedback received from members of the public had been very positive. All those who had attended the 

Remembrance Sunday and had helped with proceedings, such as Cllrs G Helm, Cllr J Sweet and Cllr K Barlow were also thanked.



	DPC/22/153: Date of next meeting: 12th December 2022 – Noted.
With no other matters to be transacted, the meeting ended at 9:20 pm.

Signed:___________________   Date:______________________
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